
As a Misum representative I participated in the UN 
COP21 negotiations for a new climate treaty in Paris in 
December 2015. Launched by French president Hollande 
and other profiled leaders of the world, mainly positive 
vibes and good energy characterized the meeting. The 
achievement of an agreement to keep global tempera-
tures “well below” two degrees above pre-industrial 
times and “endeavor to limit” them even more, to 1.5C, 
was overwhelming and roused applauds and tears of joy 
among the participators. Most commentators agree that 
the Paris treaty is strong. A particularly promising part 
of the treaty is that each country’s contribution to cutting 
emissions will be reviewed and revised every five years 
to scale up to the challenge. Moreover, the Paris treaty 
assigns important roles to the financial market to develop 
climate investment mechanisms. Nevertheless, there are 
still crucial decisions to be made, to which both Misum 
and other research institutes of the Stockholm School of 
Economics can contribute by giving constructive input.

An issue I followed closely during COP21 was the 
financing of climate work in developing countries. The 
parties of the UN climate convention has already agreed 
to establish a Green Climate Fund, GFC with the aim of 
mobilizing USD 100 billion yearly from 2020 to respond 
to climate change by investing into low-emission and cli-
mate-resilient development in these countries. However, 
there is still no united mechanism for raising the GFC 
capital. Together with my Misum colleague, associate 
professor Joakim Sandberg, I have published a debate 
article in Göteborgs Posten (2015-03-10) advising the 
Swedish government to initiate the process of installing a 
Green Investment Bank in Sweden, as was done 2010 in 
the United Kingdom. We argue that the Green Investment 
Bank shall issue Green Bonds for mobilizing private capi-
tal in Sweden for climate investment in the most needing 
countries. 

By following this approach, we believe that Sweden 
also can act as a role model for other countries. 

 Svenne Junker defended his thesis on decision-making 
in EU-agencies in April 2014. His current research is 
focused on the work of aligning policies for a low-carbon 
economy in core executives of states and in transnational 
organizations such as EU and OECD.

He formerly worked as policy officer and EU 
expert at Swedish Society for Nature Conservation 
(Naturskyddsföreningen).
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production and consumption that promote and 
consider sustainability. Examples include markets 
that are based on business models to reduce 
waste or markets that support the marginalized 
and voiceless.

However, Marijane emphasizes some key chal-
lenges in achieving sustainable markets. 

It is hard to change the mindset and behavior of 
people in general, regardless of their background. 
There is little understanding on how we can trans-
form behavior in the long-term. Awareness and 
willingness does not automatically lead to action.

In this respect, effective cooperation between 
key institutions in society can be an important 
driver of behavioral change. 

I believe that the conclusions of my research 
also apply to the world in general, that coopera-
tion will indeed thrive in times of uncertainty and 
disasters. In times of climate change and migra-
tion crises, cooperation between organizations 
within the public, private and civil sector will be 
more important than ever, says Marijane Luistro 
Jonsson.

Misum researcher Marijane Luistro Jonsson 
explores different angles within the area of 
cooperation in her dissertation “Cooperating 
for Sustainability – Experiments on Uncertainty, 
Conditional Cooperation and Inequality”. The dis-
sertation focuses on the behavioral dimension of 
collaborations for sustainability. 

I conduct research in the field of cooperation as 
it is a critical aspect when addressing the chal-
lenges of sustainable development. A deeper 
understanding of human behavior is critical for 
the successful implementation of solutions for sus-
tainability, says Marijane Luistro Jonsson.

In the dissertation, Marijane Luistro Jonsson 
uses experiments to examine cooperation. In the 
experiments one pays a cost for others to receive 
a benefit. The results show that contributions 
are always greater under uncertain conditions. 
Cooperation tends to increase when we do not 
know when a disaster will occur, if we do not 
know how much we will lose, and if we do not 
know what level of cooperation is needed to avoid 
disaster. Contributions are also greater if some 
members of the group have more to contribute 
than others.

The results are encouraging because they show 
that when the risk of being exposed to disasters 
is high, this is a driving force for cooperation. 
However, the experiment also highlights the 
importance of receiving information on the prob-
ability of a disaster to happen in order for coop-
eration to increase, no matter how meager that 
information is, says Marijane Luistro Jonsson.

Marijane Luistro Jonsson believes that sustain-
ability is a behaviour and mindset that considers 
long-term sustenance and the inter-relatedness of 
environmental, social and economic systems. 

Sustainable markets refer to systems of 

Cooperation increases in an environment where 

the risk of disasters and setbacks is substantial 

shows the research of Marijane Luistro Jonsson. 

MisuM research:  
cooperation can thrive  
in an uncertain world 

success in paris 
with critical 
finance decisions 
still to  
be Made
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In October 2015 Marijane Luistro Jonsson was awarded 15000 seK 

by the The Center for social sustainability at Karolinska Institute for 

her research ideas on decision-making in times of disasters.


